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The 16" International Student Seminar
- Science, not Silence -
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Staff Scientist
(Salk Institute for Biological Studies)
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Caroline Vissers

Ph.D. Candidate
(Johns Hopkins University, School of Medicine)

In order for science to progress at a rapid pace, we must work closely with scientists from all over the
world. With this in mind, | came to the 16th annual ISS with hopes of broadening my view on science
by learning how labs are set up in Japan and meeting graduate students who study in Kyoto. The
opening talks of the seminar were a great introduction to the careful studies carried out in various labs
at Kyoto University, and | was especially impressed with the detail-oriented perspective of the
students. The topics of study were quite broad, which helped me focus on how studies are designed
and what the ultimate goals of our research are. Overall, the presentations by students were engaging
and kept me excited about the progress of science as a whole. Outside of the research talks we also
went to several restaurants and to an overnight retreat. The food in Kyoto is delicious, though often
times | couldn't recognize what was on my plate! | especially liked the steamed dumplings and sushi,
and | was surprised by how much Japanese food is fried. The meals | shared with Japanese students
were full of fun conversation about everything from science to sake. | was especially interested by the
hierarchical structure of students and professors in Japan. Friendships between students and
professors in the United States can be quite casual, while Japanese students are always very polite
and respectful. It is really useful to observe this difference, because it allows me to reflect on how
differences in interactions may affect our lab work or clarity in research. Finally, the games we played
at the overnight retreat were funny and entertaining. In this casual environment | had the chance to
speak with many more students, and | formed several new friendships that | hope will continue as |
progress through my career. | am truly thankful for the opportunity to come to Kyoto and | hope that
fruitful collaboration grows from this experience.

Markus Mund, Ph.D.

Postdoctoral Fellow
(EMBL, Heidelberg)

The 16th International Student Symposium was a fantastic experience. During the symposium, | was
impressed by the variety and high quality of the numerous scientific presentations. In coffee breaks,
lunches and dinners, and during a very nice evening reception, there was ample time for getting to
know each other and for sharing our experiences. The ISS found a very enjoyable ending in the
overnight retreat, with fun games and lots of laughter. Altogether, it was great to meet so many of you
during the ISS, and to be able to learn about you, your labs, and life in Japan. | would like to express
my gratitude to Prof. Shige Yoshimura, who invited and hosted me in Kyoto, and to the organization
committee, who took extraordinary care of us invited speakers, and went to great lengths to make our
stay most pleasant. Thank you all very much for an unforgettable experience!






