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Report on joining Neuroscience 2024 in Chicago

Division of Integrated Life Science Laboratory of Developmental NeurobiologyD 3

ZHOU Chuying

In October 2024, I received support from the GSB English Communication Practicum in Life
Science to attend the annual meeting organized by the Society for Neuroscience (SfN) -
Neuroscience 2024 in Chicago. At the conference, I presented a poster about my PhD study titled
“Nesprin-2 Coordinates Opposing Microtubule Motors to Generate Nuclear Movements During
Neuronal Migration.”

Participating in the SfN conference had always been a dream of mine. As the largest neurosci-
ence conference worldwide, I first heard about it when I started graduate school. However, the fi-
nancial burden of overseas travel and the demands of my research schedule had deterred me
multiple times. Finally, as I approached the completion of my PhD project, I learned about the GSB
travel support. Despite the short preparation time, I was thrilled to have the opportunity to attend.
I eagerly anticipated meeting friends, former teachers, and experts in the field.

Even before the meeting officially began, I encountered familiar faces. At the airport, I met
friends from a previous neuroscience summer program and professors from my college. We had a
delightful time catching up and sharing updates about our research and lives. When I arrived in
Chicago, the Halloween season was in full swing. The hotel was adorned with spooky decorations,
but the people I met were warm and welcoming.

On the day of my poster presentation, I woke up early and saw a sunrise over Chicago on my
way to the conference venue. Initially, I worried that my early morning poster session might not
attract many visitors. To my delight, everyone who stopped by my poster was enthusiastic and
encouraging. I had the chance to share my project with researchers specializing in cerebellum de-
velopment, and I even met someone studying the same molecule as me, Nesprin-2. Engaging in
these discussions was incredibly rewarding, and the session flew by.

Beyond my poster presentation, I attended seminars delivered by renowned scientists and was
inspired by the passion displayed by presenters at the poster sessions. The conference also fea-
tured numerous themed social gatherings. I joined one for Chinese neuroscientists, which was
particularly meaningful to me. During my study in Japan, I had few opportunities to connect with
Chinese neuroscientists. At this gathering, I met individuals from diverse backgrounds working in
various parts of the world, and I felt a strong sense of connection and camaraderie.

After the conference, I had some free time to reconnect with a former lab mate who had grad-
uated from the same lab and was now working as a postdoc in the U.S. We enjoyed a lovely lunch
together. I also visited the Art Institute of Chicago, where I explored the city’s rich history and art
culture.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the program committee and my supervisor,
Professor Mineko
Kengaku, for granting me

this invaluable opportuni-
ty. This short but memo-
rable trip allowed me to
connect with neuroscien-

tists worldwide and gain a

ol

profound cross-cultural

o

experience. s
1. Sunrise in Chicago 2. Poster presentation at Neuroscience 2024
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Division of Systemic Life Science Laboratory of Cancer cell Biology D2

NGUYEN THI LIEN PHUONG

+N1 Summer Biotechnology Program: A Fortnight of
Academic and Cultural Discovery at National Taiwan
University (NTU)

While at NTU, I stepped out of my comfort zone, transition-
ing from in vitro research to in vivo experimentation with
mice. I dived into the fascinating world of neuroscience, work-
ing under the guidance of Prof. Chen and Dr. Yeh on a project to
test whether receptors in the eye could activate neurons in the
suprachiasmatic nucleus (SCN), aligning internal rhythms with environmental cues. This experi-
ence introduced me to advanced techniques like stereotactic injection, perfusion, and neuron
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imaging. Despite the challenges, such as the delicate insertion of a GRIN lens into a mouse brain,
the outcome was rewarding.

Beyond the lab, I truly enjoyed my time in Taipel. I had great conversations with fellow partici-
pants and NTU researchers, exchanging ideas and experiences. Joining the cultural tour deepened
my appreciation of the city’s rich history and traditions. I savored milk tea in its birthplace and
indulged in Talwanese amazing cuisine.

This two-week adventure was a dream come true, allowing me to breathe fresh air into both my
research journey and cultural explorations.

Division of Systemic Life Science Laboratory of Single-Molecule Cell Biology M2
Mendsaikhan Tserendavaa

It all started when I first heard about the NTU summer program from a former classmate who
attended it a year prior. I was captivated by his learning experience and accomplishments during
the program, and I knew right then that I wanted to be part of it as well. Long story short, I learned
a great deal about zebrafish neuroscience and gained hands-on experience in isolating and prepar-
ing brain slices for calcium imaging. The research was something so different from my own studies;
otherwise, I would never have had the opportunity to experience it elsewhere.

Another integral part of the program was the exposure to |
Taiwanese culture through its cuisine, night markets, museums, and
iconic tourist spots. Although two weeks may seem short, each day
was an adventure filled with opportunities to learn and experience
something new. The professors, faculty members, and students I
encountered at NTU made the trip even more meaningful.

Lastly, I want to acknowledge the exceptional organization and
effort by both GSB and NTU. From day one, their faculty and staff
ensured a safe and seamless transition for all participants, making the experience truly enjoyable
and stress-free.

Division of Systemic Life Science Laboratory of Molecular Cell Biology and Development M1

LE Dat

When I first arrived in Taipei for the 2024 +N1 Biotechnology Summer Program at National
Taiwan University, in collaboration with Kyoto University and University of Tsukuba, I couldn’t
anticipate how these two weeks would become an unforgettable experience, shaping my scientific
trajectory and personal growth.

In the heart of Taipei city, I was warmly welcomed by Professor You-Tzung Chen and his stu-
dents at the Graduate Institute of Genomics and Proteomics. Their laboratory, with its spectacular
views of Taipei 101 Tower, Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Square, and the lush mountains beyond, was
a daily reminder of Taiwan's unique blend of innovation and tradition. I was fortunate enough to be
part of research focusing on gene-editing techniques for translational medicine, specifically targeting
Aceruloplasminemia, a rare genetic disorder. Provided with hands-on experience, including sophis-
ticated techniques like embryo injection and transplantation, I felt both challenged and deeply rewarded.

Outside the lab, Taipei came alive in ways I could never imagine. Guided tours and personal
explorations with other students led me to historic landmarks (Taipei North Gate, 228 peace me-
morial park, National Taiwan Museum complex) and vibrant night markets. The aromas of
Taiwanese delicacies, the dazzling displays of lanterns, and the warm hospitality of the locals left
an indelible impression.

This experience reinforced my belief that science transcends borders and cultures. It highlighted
the value of cross-cultural collaboration and the impact of integrating diverse perspectives in sci-
entific research.

Savoring Taipei’s best pork chops after a day of cultural exploration!  Our final day at NTU, cruising down the iconic Palm Boulevard on U-Bikes
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