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HEJNA, James Alan

I arrived in Kyoto in the fall of 2010, and have been participating in the Graduate School of
Biostudies Global 30 program. In the Ph.D. class, with 3 or 4 students, we discuss recent journal
articles or their own research, which creates an informal, low-stress environment. I confess that I
benefit enormously from these sessions, chiefly because the students’ research interests are so
diverse, and they are always well prepared. At the Masters level, I face a slightly different challenge,
which is to coordinate the development of scientific communication skills in English with biology
instruction. It really has been a pleasure guiding these capable young scientists in honing their
scientific communication skills.

Among my other pleasurable duties are one-on-one coaching sessions with students who are
preparing to speak at international conferences. My coaching covers everything from diction to
slide layout to experimental design. Again, I benefit by hearing world-class science pre-publication!

We now have graduate students from 5 continents, and I am now facing a new challenge. That is,
in a class with both native and non-native English speakers, how can I level the playing field and
prevent the native English speakers from dominating discussion groups? At this point, I am
working on it.

In closing, I would like to emphasize how much I have enjoyed my “obligations” in the G30
program. Many great scientists have expressed their joy in having a job that they consider play.
Having left the bench, I am happy to report that my current duties are equally fun, and I look

forward to the start of the next term. With luck, I will begin it with a few more words in Japanese!

* =Nl 30 D) HAZOWTIE 10 R— DG BEIROREIBEINTBY FTHOT
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MR A & D

Department of Microbiology and Immunology, Stanford University

Jonathan Lynch

Awesome experience. I really loved
talking to the Kyoto students about science
and culture, and I think we all learned a lot
about each other. The talks were quite
impressive, and I like the variety of topics.
However, the variety likely made of so that
some people felt uncomfortable with asking
questions about topics unrelated to their own,

which limited the discussion between

different disciplines lawing the talks, nor the
discussion groups. In the future, I would encourage students to ask more questions about topics
they are unfamiliar with, because this would not only help the audience better understand diverse
topics and would also help the presenters practice answering unexpected questions. This was one of
the most beneficial scientific experiences of my life, and I really appreciate the opportunity to share

research and life experiences with you alll
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