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Molecular Cell Biology in English[]

2000 dgoooboobobood

21st Century COE Program English Courses Special Lecturer(
Nadia El Borai, Ph.D.

This course was the first for postgraduate students in a Japanese National University.
It took place in May 2004. A total of 178 participants were accepted from 290 applicants.
The aim was to provide the opportunity to listen to Molecular Cell Biology taught in
English, not just to teach facts. The participants were specialists in their own field who
need to present scientific papers or have to express themselves in meetings. This course
was especially planned to deal with these aspects.]
Course Description:J

The objective of the course was to get accustomed to listening to lectures in English,
to understand different accents and to learn pronunciation and scientific terminology by
looking at the origin of words. Lectures focused more on thought through analysis and
the attendants were able at the end of the course to present their scientific work, to ask
questions and practice chairing a meeting. A list of books was provided with other
relevant references and information retrieval from the internet. This material was
discussed to practice and to continue studying scientific English. Due to demand, writing
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of scientific papers was also covered. [

Three groups of different English levels were taught; the scientific content was the
same. Each group had 6 lectures, three 60-minute and three 90-minute lectures. After the
first two lectures anonymous evaluation helped to tailor the content of the following
lectures according to requests of the participants.C]

Course Assessment:OJ

There was no formal exam for this course. The grade given was given for attendance,
a written report and class participation including the presentation.[]
Personal Comment:

The number of people who attended, and finished the course surprised me. | learned a
lot about the student's requirements from the anonymous evaluation that they filled out. |
would have liked the students to ask more questions during the lectures. For me it was a

valuable experience.l]
O

I would like to thank the Dean of the school of Biostudies Professor Kayo Inaba for her courage in allowing
me to run this course. | could not have done much without the valuable hard work of Miss Ayako Takamura.

Also, Professor Yonehara and Professor Yanagida kindly supported me.[]
d
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